
 

Removing an Illegal      
Addition in El Cajon 

 
Code Enforcement officers worked with a 
real estate office to remove a crude, un-
permitted and potentially dangerous 
room addition from a foreclosed home in 
El Cajon in May after complaints were 
raised by neighbors. 
The addition clearly had not been built 
according to the County Building Code, 
which makes sure that buildings are   
constructed so that the people who rely 
on them are safe from numerous threats,  
ranging from making sure that they are 
structurally sound and won ’ t  collapse, 
to ensuring that electrical wiring is done  
correctly and will not create fire hazards. 
Code enforcement officers could not   
directly take enforcement actions on the 
home because the foreclosure was being 
done under “ Freddie Mac ”  — the   
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corpora-
tion — and cities and counties  cannot 
enforce code actions on federally-owned 
properties. Instead, Code Enforcement 
worked with the local real estate office 
that was handling the mortgage loan.  
Together they were able to quickly      
remove the illegal addition and ensure 
the property was safe. 
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